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A Nation In Protest & Pain



ast month, a prominent com-
mercial real estate firm, the 
CIM Group, announced that it 
had reached an agreement with 
Capri Capital Advisors to 
acquire the Baldwin Hills 
Crenshaw Plaza for $100 mil-
lion, scrapping plans that would 
have included 1,000 new resi-
dential units in favor of more 
commercial development. 

     The proposed sale has been met by strong opposition 
from community leaders and neighborhood residents 
who were caught by surprise with the news. 
     “Does that mean that our community will also lose 
Albertson’s, an essential business, for office space?” 
observed one resident. “Overpriced office space is not 
essential to our community. Low- and mid-income hous-
ing, supermarkets and farmers’ markets are. This is 
outrageous.” 
     “Don’t let this happen,” posted another. “The com-
munity needs retail stores that employ people. 
Westfield put billions of dollars into redeveloping the 
Fox Hills mall and I think the community should come 
together and push for new and better stores like 
Nordstrom, Bloomingdales.” 
     None were more surprised by Councilman 
Marqueece Harris-Dawson, is whose 8th District the 
mall is situated. He says the announcement of a pur-
chase may have been premature and that many had 
been in talks to purchase the mall. 
     “None”, Harris-Dawson said, “have been so brazen 
as to do a press release about their plans for the mall 
without talking to the council office. The group selling 
the mall and this group are in talks, but I’m not sure 
why the [Los Angeles] Times elected to print this 
[story]. Escrow is not closed. They have not submitted 
any plans to the city or anybody, so it is a press release 
that says I’m going to buy the mall and by the way, I’m 
not going to do anything that the community talked 

about for the last 20 years. 
  “This deal that’s pending with CIM does not include 

housing,” said Pastor K.W. Tulloss, president of Baptist 
Ministers Conference of Los Angeles. “We need afford-
able housing. We don’t need an outside force coming 
into our community telling us we need office space. We 
don’t want that.” 
     One protester described the proposed deal as a 
“takeover by CIM” and if the sale is approved “it will be 
the nuclear bomb of gentrification” in the Crenshaw 
community. 
     “Simply put, this is a sacred area,” said Rev. William 
D. Smart, Co-Pastor of the Christ Liberation Ministries. 
“If you look around the city, you’ll see white folks devel-
oping everything. Why can’t a black person develop 
something? We developed Timbuktu. We developed the 
Pyramids. We can build a mall.” 
     Community leaders are angry because they were not 
involved in any of the talks with the mall’s current own-
ers Capri Urban Investors about the new project. 
     “CIM is a predatory cash cow tied directly with the 
Trump Organization and is solely concerned with the 
well-being of its investors not with the needs of commu-
nities,” Dr Earl Ofari Hutchinson, President of the Los 
Angeles Urban Policy Roundtable said. “The L.A. 
Planning Commission has a golden opportunity with 
the Baldwin Hills Mall to say no to CIM’s predatory 
grab.” 
     The 40-acre property is located at Crenshaw and 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard near a future Metro 
light rail station that is expected to open sometime next 
year. Properties along its path have notably attracted 
much attention from developers as Metro prepares to 
open new rail line that will run through South L.A. to 
LAX.  
     Walmart and Sears were anchor stores at the mall 
until both closed in recent years. CIM Group hopes to 
forge housing for commercial office space.   
     A main concern was that the proposed change would 
displace lower-income tenants and minority residents.  
     For more than five decades, Baldwin Hills Crenshaw 
Plaza has been a Los Angeles cultural/business icon and 
the place where African-Americans shopped, evolving 
from an open-air retail hub to an indoor shopping com-
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plex. 
     Plans proposed to redevelop the retail property for 
$100+ million could potentially jeopardize previous rede-
velopment ambitions that would have brought 551 new 
condominiums, 410 apartments (some of which would be 
designated as affordable housing) and a 400-room hotel 
to the neighborhood. 
     “We would love to see this area redeveloped,” said 
Pastor William D. Smart Jr. “But it has to be developed 
right. CIM is not who we need. We already have an 
African American spearheading the development, and 
that's Quintin E. Primo. Let us stick with them.” 
     In a 2010 interview, Quintin Primo, CEO of Capri 
Investment Group, told reporters “Baldwin Hills 
Crenshaw Plaza is more than just a simple mall on the 
southside of L.A.  
     “And that is why it remains critically important that 
areas like these become more a part of mainstream 
America.” 
     Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza — formerly called the 
Broadway-Crenshaw Center — was one of the first region-
al shopping centers built in the United States, specifical-
ly for the automobile. It was designed by Albert C. Martin 
and included a Vons supermarket, bank, and drugstore 
when it opened in 1947.  
     The retail complex also opened its doors to the public 
as the first large department store to anchor smaller 
retail shops in a single development along the then Santa 
Barbara Avenue (now Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard) 
to the once whites-only enclave. The neighborhood saw a 
racial demographic shift after a U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion in 1948 struck down restrictive covenants that 
allowed whites to benefit from government-sanctioned 
segregation.  
     As a result, white families fled en masse, and blacks 
filled into the area that had once been strictly off-limits 
to them. 
     And as African Americans moved to the area in 
droves, many of them found they could walk out onto the 
street to do their shopping. A shopping mall catered to 
this new, car-driving demographic, placing all consumer 
desires in one convenient location. The Baldwin Hills 
Crenshaw Plaza did precisely that for this black commu-
nity. 
     In 1986, the mall complex underwent a massive reno-
vation that saw much of the original inline store demol-
ished. 
     Two years later, a two-level, enclosed regional shop-
ping mall structure was built that connected The 
Broadway and May Company stores via a bridge and 
included a new Sears as the mall's third anchor. 
     Then mall operators poured more money into redevel-
oping the existing property in early 2005 when global 
investors Capri Capital Partners purchased the shopping 
mall, and by 2010 the owners added new interior embell-
ishments, as well as a new and larger food court on the 
first level.  
     A redevelopment of the area has been in works for 
some time due to construction of the Crenshaw/LAX light 
rail line scheduled to open next year.  
     Local activist and the Founder and Executive Director 
of the nonprofit Crenshaw Subway Coalition Damien 
Goodmon has partnered with other community leaders to 
push back against the proposed plan to purchase the 
mall. 
Goodmon and his Crenshaw Subway Coalition character-
ize the proposed acquisition as the greatest threat to the 
stability of the historically black Crenshaw community, 
adding that pricing out black and brown residents was 
the basis of their current Superior Court lawsuit on the 
mall redevelopment. 
     They believe “Black L.A. is under attack”. 
     “Gentrification is the greatest threat to the stability of 
the Crenshaw community,” says Goodmon. “If this project 
is built as currently proposed it would rise up a gentrifi-
cation tsunami that will push out Crenshaw’s tenants, 
low-income residents, and vulnerable homeowners. This 
is bigger than the rail line. This is about whether there is 
going to be a black Los Angeles.” 
     CIM’s interest in Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza start-
ed before the coronavirus outbreak upended life in the 
U.S. CIM Group was one of a half dozen companies that 
bid on the property when it was put up for sale several 
months ago, says Shaul Kuba. Its offer wasn’t picked ini-
tially. But the first-choice buyer fell out of contract and 
CIM got a second opportunity in February. The developer 
remained persistent on finalizing a deal through March 
as the economy shut down, Kuba says, and ultimately 
signed a contract in late April. 
     Many observers believe that the Mid-Wilshire based 
investment company has a disturbing track record of 
making profitable returns for investors by investing in 

undervalued urban properties which force out longtime 
residents and alter the character of the neighborhood as 
affordable housing options dwindle. The firm, say its crit-
ics, have been buying properties all over West Adams–
including pushing out a community landmark–Johnny’s 
Pastrami, all the way out along from Main Street toward 
Culver City. That the Crenshaw Mall is in an 
Opportunity Zone makes it all the more attractive. 
     “CIM condemned themselves in their own words,” said 
Earl Ofari Hutchinson, president of the Los Angeles 
Urban Policy Roundtable “A spokesman,” Hutchinson 
noted “said in an email "CIM stands for CIM…that is all." 
We have a major crisis of affordable housing in our com-
munity, and yet CIM says we stand for ourselves.” 
     Of the five neighborhoods with the greatest price 
increases year over year, four of them are in South L.A.–
Hyde Park, Southeast LA, Leimert Park and Baldwin 
Hills.  
     A recent study from the UCLA Anderson School of 
Management ranked Los Angeles at no.1 in the nation as 
the single most unaffordable city for both homebuyers 
and renters. A 2015 City of Los Angeles study found that 
families must earn $81,240 to afford the average rent and 
$104,360 to afford a newly built apartment. 
     That, say activists, is twice the median household 
income in Leimert Park, and four times the median 
household income in Baldwin Village, where no census 
tract has a median income for a family of four that is 
above $26,000.  
     Dwayne Wyatt, a city planner for Los Angeles, noted 
that in his thirty-five years as a city planner he had sel-
dom seen the more established developers come into the 
black community with the residents of that said commu-
nity’s best interest at heart. 
     “They usually only talk to the decision-makers,” said 
Wyatt. “They come in with their own agenda. Most of 
these development projects are not centered on what’s 
good for the community. Instead their more interested in 
how they can make money. But once they get community 
resistance then they may try to change their act because 
they know there’s going to be resistance to a project.” 
It’s why Roland A. Wiley, a Los Angeles-based architect 
and the founder and principal of RAW International, 
believes that until African Americans are willing to criti-
cally examine the ways in which they support one anoth-
er they’ll never see progress. 
     “We ain’t going nowhere unless we all come to the 
table,” he said. 
      “CIM is a predatory cash cow tied directly with the 
Trump Organization and is solely concerned with the 
well-being of its investors not with the needs of commu-
nities,” said Hutchinson. “The L.A. Planning Commission 
has a golden opportunity with the Baldwin Hills Mall to 
say no to CIM’s predatory grab.” 
     Goodmon reported that many other entities have been 
in the same social stance as the CIM Group and were 
forced to back out.  
     “We’re hopeful that by applying pressure on the actual 
decision-makers we’ll be able to convince the sellers to 
sell the property to us instead.” 
     Asked directly to lay out a general plan of how the 
coalition will raise over $100 million for a down payment 
to purchase the mall, Goodmon kept his response vague 
but said a group of financial partners are working on that 
question. 
     The group will not include AIDS Healthcare 

Foundation CEO Michael Weinstein, who while working 
with Goodmon on the Prop 10 rent control campaign, will 
not be part of the deal and did not fund the lawsuit the 
group filed against the mall. 
      “I haven’ spoken to Damien in a year and a half,” said 
Weinstein. “We worked on anti-gentrification issues such 
as opposing Cumulus and the luxury tower at the 
Crenshaw Mall. I have a very low opinion of CIM. We’ve 
been involved with legal disputes with them over gentri-
fication developments.”  
     Newly formed nonprofit organization Liberty 
Community Land Trust say they have joined the coalition 
and are determined to make a concerted effort to help 
purchase the Crenshaw mall but underscored that the 
black community must get involved.   
     “We are asking the community to join us in buying 
back our mall,” said Zerita Jones, of Liberty Community 
Land Trust. “We have a board that is geared up to sup-
port us in these efforts. But we need the community to 
help us on this project.”  
     That the community wasn’t in on the negotiations was 
a sore spot for Gina Fields, who serves on the 
Empowerment Congress West Area neighborhood coun-
cil. 
     “We want the best for our community. But] my con-
cern is CMI has not reached out to us at all to find out 
what our needs are or what we want. 
     “The prior developer Capri, continued Fields. 
“Attended every meeting, asking us what we want and 
getting the community involved. 
     “Capri Urban Investors, [the current owners] laid out 
all their plans on how they were going to redevelop this 
area. So, this new person isn’t required to the same 
thing?” said Denise Woods, a former candidate for city 
council district 8. 
     “We want to protect the best interest of our communi-
ty,” said Pastor K.W. Tulloss President of Baptist 
Ministers Conference of Los Angeles and pastor of the 
Historical Weller Street Missionary Baptist Church. “We 
want to make sure we do whatever we can to have some-
thing nice that going to benefit our community. The mall 
is a treasure in our community.” 
     “We would love to see this area redeveloped,” said 
Pastor William D. Smart Jr. “But it has to be developed 
right. CIM is not who we need. We already have an 
African American spearheading the development, and 
that's Quintin E. Primo. Let us stick with them.” 
     As co-founder, chair and CRO of Capri Capital 
Partners–one of the largest minority-owned real estate 
investment management firms in the nation, Primo man-
ages over $6 billion in assets and has expertise in under-
served urban markets. His company, which presently 
manages the mall, has also made a bid to acquire it and 
has earned the support of key community players. 
     In a 2010 interview, Quintin Primo, CEO of Capri 
Investment Group, told reporters “Baldwin Hills 
Crenshaw Plaza is more than just a simple mall on the 
southside of L.A. “And that is why it remains critically 
important that areas like these become more a part of 
mainstream America.” 
     Representatives with the CIM Group did not respond 
to requests for comment.  
     A website–www.SaveBaldwinHillsMall.com–has 
been set up and has already gathered over 2,500 signa-
tures on a petition to stop the proposed purchase as com-
munity activists vow this fight is far from over. 
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